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H 
ERNA WESTERNACHER, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 


BY MR. TAILOR: 

Q. Will you state your full name? 

A. Frau Erna Westernacher 

Q. Will you raise your right hand, and repeat after me? 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speek the 
whole truth and will withhold and nothing. 
(The witness repeats the oath.) 

Br DR. LINK: 

gx The witness, Westernacher, was active in the National Socialist 
Frauenschaft on the different levels--ortsgruppe, kreis, gau--in a leading 
position. Since the leaders of the National Socialist Wam women's organizations 
are noted on the margin as belonging to the National Socialist Fuehrer Corps, I 
want to near the witness on whether or not the women’s organizations had any 
connection with the National Socialist leiter zag corps, and particularly with 
that of the political leiters. 


Q. When did you join the NSDAP and the National Socialist Freuenschaft, 
and why? 


A. I joined tne woman's organization in the fall of 1931. Since I was the 


mother of several children, I felt that I had to work in order to aid in the 


general misery, and because I liked the community which came to all alike no}f 


matter what their profession, their origin, or their social position. TAS- 
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The former organizations warm had been unsuccessful because they only appealed 
to certain layers of society. We started working far from any political arguments; 
we only turned to the women, and it gave us the opportunity to talk to all women. 

k Q. What is your profession? 

A. I ama housewife, and my husband was a higher civil servant. 

Q. What was your position in the NSF? 

A. I was the chief of the office of the local women's organization in 
Barfelden/Odenwald from 1931 to 1936. Beginning in 1932, I simultaneously became 
the &k leiter of the kreis office in Erbach/Odenwald, until 1935. Beginning in 
1935, I became the Frauenschaft leiterin in Frankfurt on Main, 

Q. You ax were active on ali the levels of the Frauenschaft--ort, kreis, 
and gau? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. Can you state that you are in a position to say that you had enough 
contact with other offices to be able to say that the same aî picture prevailed 


there? 


QA. I km participated in many conferences; we all received the same direc- 


tives. I frequently had apgartumitx contact with other gau and kreis, and 
therefore assume that I am in a position to answer these questions. 

In what form was the Frauenschaft established? 

As a Party organization. 

Does that mean that your organization was independent? 

res. 

Despite that; weren't there any connections with the Party organization? 

The only connection which existed was that yauxkax we had to advise the 
hoheitstraeger on the ort, kreis, and gau ima level in matters pertaining to 


women. To attach the NSF in the form of an amt to any Party ag structure was 
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basically impossible because, in the Third Reich, women were to be kept away 
from politics. I have stated before that we wished to remain away frompý politics. 

Q. I shall return to that last point. I wish to submit to you the Organization 
Book of the Party--the Seventh Edition, 1943. It is one of the basic documents 
submitted by the Prosecution. I want to show you that there are diagrams showing 
the staff of the geuleiter and the staff of the kreisleiter. May I further poirt 
out to you--this is the staff of the gauleiter, and this is the staff of the 
kreisleiter, and there are little boxes in this diagram showing the NSF. I want 
to call your attention to the fact that it does not coincide with your statement 
that there is no organizationsl connection with the staff of the kreisleiter. 

A. It confirms A oe AE for the other offices--even those of the 
professional experts-<are indicated in the form of amts. Only the studentenzund 
and dozenten bund, which was established almost simultaneously with ours, is not 
shown in thet way. I am pointing out the lines here. 

Q. Did you know this Organization Book? 

A. I did not know this Organization Book, but I have perused similar books. 
It is a book which we did not like in our work. 

Q. You say that, while all the other political and professional offices are 
connected by a straight line, your organization and that of the students are 


indicated by a broken line. According to you, this means that doth of these 


organizations were #iak Gliederungen, and had no organizationsl connections with 


the staff of the gauleiter and the kermiuketiaxr kreisleiter. What sort of contacts 
did you have in the course of your duties with the gauleiter or kreisleiter? 

A. I attended conferences with the gauleiter, which he held at certain 
intervals with his cniefs of professional offices, witn the leaders of the Glieder- 
ungene-and there were some of us there, too. 


Q. What was discussed there? 
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A. General questions pertaining to the gau, 

Q. What was your am contact witn the gauleiter outside of these conferences? 
That is to say, those meetings which ga the otner witnesses described as enlarged 
meetings. 

A. I will take it on my oath that, during the ten years of my activity as 
Gaufrauenschafteleiterin, I was in the office of the Gauleiter on smiky duty only 
five times. 

Q. What directives did you receive in your position? 

ung. 
Only the pertinent directives from the Reichsfrauenschaftfuehrpex 
supplementary 
And the Gauleiter was notin position to give you/mxpiaumtiuryxxdirectives? 


The Gauleiter was happy if he did not have anything to do with us 


The NSF had offices with all sorts of departments. Were these women who 


were in the &xffmremé¢ difterent offices of tne NSF in any way in toucn with the 


hoheitebtraeger? 

A. No. They x received their pertinent directives from myself or from other 
leaders of tne Frauenscheaft. 

Q. You will agree with me when I state that the only connection between the 
NSF and the hoheitstraeger consisted of the fact that the leaders of the NSF offices 
were available to the competent hoheitstraegers as expert advisors in matters 
pertaining to women--without the hoheitstraeger having any right to issue direc- 
tives, leaving out, of course, the disciplinary connection which was a fact 
pertaining to every Party member. 

A. Yes, that is the way it was. 

Q. I shall ask you, nevertheless, what did the NSF have to do with the 


struggte against the church and the persecution of the Jews? 
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A. I fear that belongs in politics, with which I have stated before, we 


had nothing in common. We never reéeived any directives regarding those things. 


Mx Aside from the members of the NSF, dereat many of the leaders were members of 


the Protestant and Catholic churches--without any difficulty emanating from this 
fact. 7 

Q. Do you know of any single case in which the fact thet a leader was member 
of the Church, or even active therein, had any disadvantages from kam it, or even 
was politically persecuted because of it? ó 

A. I do not know anyone who was persecuted for that reason. 

Q. Did you receive directives, or did you ever head May viding about pilots 
who had made emergency landings being mistreated? 

A. No, there were no such directives of any sort. I only know that pilots 
who landed had to be brought speedily to thaxsa Oberursel. The German women had 
to get off the streetcar if there was no motor vehicle available.- 

~—@x It was for the protection of the fliers,%m so that they could get quickly 
to their camp which wes at Oberursel. 

Q. How about treatment of foreign workers ani prisoners of war? 

A. Per se, we had nothing to do with it. I know from the reports of my 
Co-workers and my section chiefs that German women complained that German women 
and children were poorly dressed, whereas Ukrainian women and foreign women aame 
were well taken care of. I know that is true, because I made collectiom of 
clothing and linen in order to dress foreign workers. 

Q. Do you agree with me when I say that the leaders of the NSF cannot be 
considered Political Leaders in the sense of the charges with which you have been 
made g acquainted? 

A. As far as I am concerned, it is practically grotesque. We never felt i 

r 


like political leaders, and I believe that the Party would have considered us 


A 
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megalomaniacs if we had considered ourselves political leaders. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1700 hours.) 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of ERNA 


WESTERNACHER taken of 26 June 1946, 
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CORPS OF FOLITIC..L LEADERS 
(The Commission reconvened at 1635 hours) 
ERNA WECTERNCHER, a witness, tock the stan’ and testified as follows: 
DY MR. TAYLOR; 
Will you state your full name? 
Frau Erna fiesternachore 
Will you raise your ri 20 nana, and repeat after me? 
I swear by God, the almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak 
the whole truth and will withhold anc add ncthing. 
(The witness repeats the oath) 
DY “Re LINK: 
The witness, Westernacher, was active in th Naticnal Socirlist 


Frauenschaft on the diffenent levesl --crts:ruzpe, kreis, pnu =-= in 


! 
a leading positicn.e Since the leaders of the National Socialist women s 


a 


organigztions are noted on the margin as »elonging to the Naticnal 
Socialist Fuchrer Corps, Iwant to hear the witness on whether or n:t the 
women's urgar izations had any connection with the National Socialist leiter 
corps, anc particularly with that of the political leiters. 


5 “hen did you join the NSDAF and the National Socialist Frauenschaft, 
and why? 

I joined the women's ores ‘:-°on in the fall of 1931. Since I 
was the mother of several children, I felt that I had to work in order 
to aid in the general misery, and because I liked the community which 
came to all alike no matter what their profession, their origin, or their 
social positicn. Phe former organizations had been unsaccessful because 
they only appealed to certain layers of socictye We startcd working far 
froin any political arguments; we only turned to the women, and it gave us 


the opportunity to talk to all women. 
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What is your profession? 
I am 2 housewife and my husband was a hicher civil servant. 
What was your position in the NSF? 

ds I was the chief of the office of the local women's organization 


in Barfelden/Ocenwald from 1931 i. 1936-6 Beginning in 1932, I sumvltaneously 


became the teiter in the Kreis office in Erbach/Odcenwald, until 1935. 


Beginning in 1935, I became the Frauenschaft leiterin in Frankfurt on Main. 

G You were active on all the levels of the Frauenshcaft--ort, kreis, 
and gnu? 

Yes, I wase 

é Can you state that you are in a position to say that you hac 

enough contact with other offices to ve able to say that the sme picture 
prevailed there? 
d I participated in many conferences; we all received the same 
Circctivese frequently hac contact with other zau and kreis, and 
therefore assume thet I am in a position to answer these qucstions. 

In what form was the Frauenschaft established? 

hs a iarty Organizations 

oes that mean that y: i org..ization was independent? 

Yese 

Jespite that, weren't there any connections with the Party 
organization? 

The cnly connection which existed was that we hac to advise 
the hchcitstracger on the crt, kreis, and gau level in matters pertaining 
to womens To attach the NSF in the form of an amt to any “arty structure 
was basically impessible because, in theThir Reich, women were to be kept 
away from politics. I have stated before that we wished toremain away 
from politics. 

4 I shall retum to thelast point. I wish to submit to ycu the 
Orgzanizati-n Book of the Party -- the Seventh Edition, 1943. It is one of 
the basic cccuments submitted by the Frosecution. I want to show you that 
there are diagrams showing the stafi of the gauleiter and the staff of the 
kreisleiter. May I further point - 5 >` you--this is the staff of the 


sauleiter, and this is the staff of the kreisleiter, and there are little 
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« boxes in this diagram showing the NSF. I want to call your attention to 


the fact thet it coes not ccoincice with your statement that there is no 
organizational connection with the staff of the kreislcitere 

It confirms my former statement, for the other offices=-even 
these of the professional expertseeare indicated in the form of amts» Only 
the studenten and co,enten bund, which was established almost simultaneously 
with ours, is not shwn in that waye I am pointing cut the Lines here. 

wid you know this Organization Bonk? 

Idie not know this Organization Bock, but I have perused similar 
bookse It is a book which we ci- not like in our worke 

Yeu say that, while all the other political ənd professi nal 
offices are conrectec by a straight line, your organization and that of 
the students are incicated by a broken Line. Accorcing to you, this means 
that both of these organizations were Gliecderunen, andha no organizational 
connections with the staff of the saulciter and the kreisleiter. ‘hat 
sort of contacts (id you have in the course of your cutics with the au- 
leiter or kreisleiter? 

I attended conferences with the cruleiter, which he held at 
certain intervals with his chiefs of professional offices, with the leacers 
of the Glicderun en--and there were some cf us there, toce 

uhat was discussed there? 

General questions pertaining to the gaue 

‘What was your contact with the gauleiter outsice af these con- 
ferences? That is to say, those ` vit. Which the other witnesses ces- 
eribed as enlarged meetings. 

I will take it on my oath, that, curing the ten years of my 
activity as Gaufrauenschaftsleiterin, I was inthe office of the Gaulciter 
on cuty only five timese 

What directives cic you receive in your position? 

Only the pertinent cirectives from the Neichsfrauenschaftfuchrunr. 

and the Gauleiter was not in position to give you supplementary 
directives? 


Gauleiter was happy if he did not have anything to do with 


0 


us womene 1867 
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The NSF kad offices with all sorts of departments. Vere thse 
women who were in the different offices of the NSF in any way in touch with 
the hoheitstraezer? 

Noe They received their pertinént directives from myself or 


from other leaders of the Frauenschafte 


You will agree with me when I state that theonly connecticn be- 


tween the NSF anc the hoheitstrrercer consisted of the fact that the 
leaders of the NSF offices were available to the competent hoheitstraccers 
as expert acvisors in matters pertaining to women--without the hoheitstraerers 
having any right to issue directives, leaving out, of course, the dis- 
ciplinary cconnecticn which was a fact pertaining to every Iarty member. 
A Yes, that was the way it wase 

I shall ask you, nevertheless, what cid the NSF have to do 
with the stru le a ainst the church and the persecution of the Jews? 

I fear that belongs to politics, with which I have stated before, 

we hac nothing in ccmmone We never received any directives regarding those 


+ 
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thingse aside from the members of 4° a great many of the leaders 
were members of the irotestant and Catholic ehurches--without any difficulty 
emanating from this facte 

2o you know of ny single case in which the fact that a leader 
was a member of the Church, or even ~ ctive therein, hac any <cisacvantaces 
from it, or even waspolitically persecuted because of it? 

co not know anyone whe was persecuted for that reason. 
you receive directives, or did you ever hear anything abd ut 
pilots who hac mace emergency landings being mistreated? 

No, therc were m such directives cf any sorte I only know thot 
pilots who landed had to be brought speedily to Vberursele The German women 
had to set off the strectcar if there was no motor vehicle available». It 
was for the protecti:n of the flicrs, so that they could get quickly to 
their camp which was at Oberursel. 

How about treatment of forcicn workers andprisoners of war? 

tor sc, we hal nothing to do with it. I know from the reports 
of my coeworkers anc my scction chiefs that German women complained that 
German women and children were poorly dressen, whereas Ukrainian women ar 


foreign w men were well taken care of. I know that is true, because I made 
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collections of clothing am linen in order to dress foreign workers. 

i uo you agree with me when I say thatthe leaders of the NSF cannot 
be considered rolitical Leačers i. the sense of the charges with which you 
have been mace a “quainted? 

aS far asI am concerned, it is practically grotesques Wo never 


felt like political leacers, and I believe that the Party would have con- 


scerc’ us megalomaniacs if we had considered curselves political lcacers. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1700 hours) 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony -f 


ERNA VWESTERNACHEL taken on 26 June 1946o 
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